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To His EXCELLENCY 


'  Monfiur LETONCRONA, 
-} Envoy Extraordinary from the 

Ke of SWEDEN, to Her M a- 
Jz$TyY of Great BRIT AIN, &c. 


S1R; | 
N Obedience to your Requeſt, I here Preſent you with 
the Funeral Diſcourſe of Cape. GEORGE PICKERIN, 

| abs * Piece of Bravery, in Engaging his Friends 
fer Ws Foes, E 4 miſtake (as the Story 1 preſume is pretty 
nel known) was the occaſion of his being Priſoner of War on 
Board the Expedition, ( the Ship I was in,) and ſo of my 
Aequaintance.with bin; tho' I muſt confeſs it was but of 4 
ſmall ftanding, fince I did not belong to the Ship till within theſe 
to Months, after ſhe Was come into England. Upon which 
Account as I canmot be ſo good a Fudge of that unfortunate 
: 'MAecident, ſe neither: do I think it my Buſmeſs to concern my ſelf 
with it. | 2 

Whatever that was, or kowjoever he had behav'd himſelf be- 
fore (as I know nothing to the contrary, but that his Life was 
all of 4 piece, ) it is ſufficient, 1 hope, to juſtiſie me, that I can 
Safely ouch for the time I knew him; which if I cor'd not, 
believe me, Sir, I ſben d never haue given him the Character 
I have, eſpecially in the Solemnity of a Funeral Sermon. 

For the tit certainly Commendable to ſpeak well of che Dead, 
where-ever we can, yet to dreſs up Corps with the vrightneſs of 
thoſe Virtues it never had, to bedeck an Hearſe —_— 

Plumes 


# 


755 —__ 
Plumes and Streamers of undeſeryed_Praiſe 1.7 ( what is 
worſe, as the practice of too many is) to Lecite 4 fu ſom Pane- 
gyrick over 4 Dead Bagy, that was as Dead perhaps, In Sin 
and Treſpaſſes, when dv,” is certginly as Deteſtable a Thing 
on the other hand, and what (I ſhawa think) can never be ju- 
D Ne och 
25. ſuc caſe; 2 there hot Room oSraifdil end 
- to ſi cha big heft peAdivgy: But ee and 
a real Appeqrence of oh, 17 7 bur departed ma, then 
eur Tang les are not only at I erh, l ln ed in 
Juſtice to the Dead, as well as Chart to the Living, 4nd for 1 
the Comfort of the Mourners) #a# Welt ax the "Savoy yo and 4. 
Example of All, to make a further Diſplay of it to the World, 


as occaſion requires. 


a4 2 * 2 * 


m 
_—_— * 


3 Upon theſe Conſiderations therefore, Sir, ſince you are pleas d | 
| to require it, Iventure at preſent to run counter to my Inclina- * 
tions, and with all Submiſſion to lay theſe Papers an your Fer, 1 


which homſorver managed, yet are M real Cuncerm te ut all, in 
| the * Subjeft-matter of them, aud being upon 65 4 parte 
| Occaſion as this, and under the Patrouage of ſo Honourable, a 
| Perſon as your ſelf, I humbly hope they paſs ſecurely Lech, 

| the Hands they meet with, and anſwer the ore- mention d Effe 
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INCE all Men naturally deſire to be Napp, 
ag. \(andofiacerbet aloe inthe great End and per- 

J: fe&ionigh our- Nature, it neceſſarily follows, 
that it is the. higheſt piece of Prudence, to take 
the maſt ffeual Means we can for- the procuring of 
it. And therefore the mam difference between Wiſdom 
. and Folly, ig always cteckoned to be in the Neglect or 
Improvemend of chat wich is the greateſt Good. 
Now on the one band, as nothing improves any 
Good whatſoever; ſo much as Conſiderat ion, ſo on the 
other, nothing is ſo deſ ructive of it, as Inconſiderateneſs. 
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None ever was a Proficient in Learning, or Tra ffick, or in 
any of the Arts or Sciences, by this dull and unactive 
Principle; but this alone ¶I may almoſt venture to ſay ) 
las been the avowed Cauſe of the Ruin and Bane of 
all that is Great, and Noble, and Excellent, and Praiſe- 
worthy; and that not only in things pertaining to this 
Life, but likewiſe to that web is to come. 
For fo nothing is merę fre y complained" of in 
My People are deſtroyed for want of A. nowledge, ſaith 

the Lord, (in Ha,. 4.6) And fo. az. x. * 
"neſs (occaſioned only by their Igaorance) when Hea- 
ven and Earth are called upon to be Witneſſes of it, 


and the very s hrought. in N hem ?" Heer, 
e Lor 


O Heavens! and grove Ear, O Earth T fer 
ſpoken ; I have. nouriſhed" and AO” 3 Children, and 
„ The Os 


LES: 
ba . 


- n 


they have rebelled againſt e. 


their Wickedneſs was from their want of knowing 
better, and the reaſon of that was from their 
Conſideration. Wein 5 {. WJ 


faith the Lord, bur rhey ſpate not aright + No mam re- 
pented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying what have I done 


- But every one turned to his caurſe, as the Horſe ruſheth 
into the Battel (without thought or apprehenſion of 


danger, ) yea, the Stork in the Heavens knoweth her ap- 
pointed times, and the Turtle andthe Crane, and the 
Swallow obſerve the time of their coming, but my Peo- 
ple know not the judgment of the Lord, 


Fnoweth bis © 
owner, and the Aſs his Mafter's Crib, but Ifracl doth 
wot know, my People doth not confider- The reaſon of 


want of 
So the fame  (Ferem. g. 6.) I hear bened and here. - 


And 


»% A ao "> 


P 8 Swe BD +09 Py, Y 6m Woe Yyv SS OT 


2 
Au 


4 of God, and ſo forgott 
become 


Nay, (ſays the pP 
neither could they 
the Judgment) They ſhall fall among them -that ful; 


" faith the Lord, Ferem. 8. x1, 11. 


J Funeral Sermon, 3 
And therefore (as the Prophet handſomly upbraid- 
eth them in the Verſes following) ZZow do ye ſay we 
are wiſe, aud the Law of the Lord is with us? Lo, 
certainly in vain he made it, the Pen of the Scribes is 
in vain. "The wiſe Men are aſhamed, they are diſ- 
mayed and taten; for lo, they have rejected the Word 
of the Lord, and what Wiſdom is in them 2? 
As if he had ſaid, (in other Terms) how can you 
pretend to be Wiſe, or boaſt of having the Law of the 
Lord among you, when you don't ſo much as know 
it, but let it lie neglected by you, ſo as wholely to 
become uſeleſs, and fall under the Character of being 


made in vain? 


This was the wretched Careleſneſs of the Jews, fo 
many hundred Years ago; and how much it comes 
home to our ſelves, now at this day, I need appeal to 


no other Accuſers but our own Conſciences. 


But let us conſider a little, what was the direful 
Conſequence of it. If we read a Verſe or two farther, 
we ſhall find, that they had fo far neglected the Laws 
en them by a long diſuſe, as to 
alienated from the Life of God, thro 
the Ignorance that was in them, Having their under/tand- 


_ ings aarkened (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Gentiles, 


Eph. 4. 18.) and * Peace, Peace, 3 
Abominations, without any Remorſe of 2 
rophet) they were not at a aſhamed, 
blaſh And therefore (now comes 


in the time of their Viſitation they ſhall be caft down, 
The 


B 2 
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The fame thing we have agun, Seehar. p. 11, And 
Hai 5. 13. where the realon uf the Feoples going into 
Captivity was from, their want of Kaowledgez and 
the reafon of that, was Leeauſerthe Har and tbe Viol, 
and ihe Talret and LV ipe,. aud Haus, were in their Feaſts, 
ind they gave themlelves wholly over to Pleaſure. 

A thingy that I heartily with All wou'd take no- 
tice of, and lay it to heart, and ſee what a Judgment 
follows upon it. o 0% 0 9K P20 

For, Therefore, ſays the Text, bath Hell enlarged 
herſelf, and opened hen mouth without meaſure, und their 
Glory, and their Multitude, and rhein Pomp, and he that 
rejoyceth, ſhall deſcend into it; becauſe they regarded 
not the Works, of the Lord, neither conſidered the opera- 
tion of his Hands. (U. 14. ů H:. 

From all u hich (and 2. great many Inſtances 
more that might be named). it plainly appears, that 
Tnconſideration was the chief, I may ſay, otily 
occaſion of their Ruin: And doubtleſs cou d the damn'd | 
in Hell be asd the Queſtion, What it was that brought 
dee che aner would beg the old Plea, bey 

1d, not the d N. I =Y N 41 e N tee 99110 5G 
ken. {urely il Men ever ſeriou fly thought with them! 
ſelyes oh Gd, or Religon, or- a futute State, they 
coud never have eme ta that Blackneſs of Darkneſs 


ing un thetothings ws eng ral. and looking upon them 
2562, agdeafar: Off, and never bringing them 
n0mgg$0,therpieluesn they let the Cares and Pfeaſures 
/% the World, and their preſent Intereſt eat up all their 
Teste andyAdetions ill putting off the Evil 
Day as far from them as they. can, till at laſt it over- 
AT | 8 takes 
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takes them, as a Thief in the Night; and their Buſineſs 
is done, their Stewardſhip out, their Debt books ſea d. 
and they hurried away ina moment to give an account 
of it, before the dread Tribunal of God. For fo, ſays 
the Apoſtle, It is appointed for all Men once to die, 
but after this, the Judgment. Heb. 9. 27. 
Since therefore the pk of our Death is the fata! 
Period that determines our everlaſting State, and all 
the ſucceſs of our future Happineſs depends upon that 
ſingle moment, it is evident, that our greateſt Wil- 
dom conſiſts in our timely providing for it. And this 
- can no ways be done but by ns of it before 
hand. 

Well therefore does Moſes, by the Spirit of God, | 
ſo paſſionately cry out in my Text, and well may we 
: do the ſame in theſe dur looſe and inconſiderate ays; 0 

that they were wiſe, that they'underſtood this, t hat they 
would conſider their Itter Bad? © 
Where by theſe words, zhezr latter End, tho forme 
Expoſitors, I very well know; wou'd have us to under- 
9 andthe future State of the feu in this World, yet 1 
hall only conſider them at preſent with reſpect to 
the Occaſion, as they laterally lie before us, and 
moſt naturally ſeem to have reference to the hour of 
Death. £ 3; | e 
o FIOK 5 Dio Wy 
And ig ones akin I aal do theſe Three Thing | 
r. Firſt, ſhew rhe Neceſſicy of Dying, and what it 


att —— in general. if id 
2. Secondly, what is is to die er Conſiders 
tion. n * 


2 
d * 
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3. Thirdly, how great the Wiſdom is to under- 
and this, and conſider it before-hand. 

1. And Firſt,of the Neceſſityof Dy ing, and what it is, 
to die in general. And this, one would think, we had little 
need to be informed of, ſince every thing in Nature ; 
proclaims it to us. The ſound of the Bell, and the 
noiſe of the Mourners is continually in our Ears, and 
every day's Experience brings a freſh Memorandum a- 
dong with it, Old Age, and Wrinkles, and the decays 
of Nature, and the loſs of our Friends, and the perpe- 
tual Flux of Time, and the many, Many Infirmities we 
carry about us, being all the ſad Preſages of it. 

Dye therefore we muſt, and we all know it, as ſure | 
as we know we are now here alive. 

But like Men (ite ſome of our ſelves) that have 

beat the Seas, or People that have been long inur d to 
danger, we grow harden d by the frequency of it; and 
becauſe we have had the fortune to eſcape for a long 
while, think we may do ſo ſtill, and fo let the Impreſ- 

N ſion ſink no deeper with us, than only to know that 
in one time or another we muſt die; but when,or where, 
j' or how, or what it is to die, we ſeldom} or never care 
= to enquire aſter, it being a melancholy Thought, and (. 
"if apt to ſpoil the reliſh of all our preſent Enjoyments. ou 

1 But now we muſt know, that to Die, is the moft ſe- fui 

rious Thing in the World, and has ſomething more of ſha 
Terrour in it, than what a tranſient View is apt to re- of 
preſent. TTY i 2 
WM ben once that fatal Hour is come, no more ſnall :þ« 
the Senſes Feaſt upon their Pleaſures; no more ſhall -—- 
the Body be cloathed vith theſe Ornaments of Pride 
and Vanity, but all will ve torn and naked as the Moun- - 
| rain 
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ation to the things of another; as the wiſe Man hath 
_ elegantly deſcrib d it, (Eccief. ra. 6, 7.) where he tells 
aus, or ever the fibver Cord be looſed, or the golden Bowl 


A Funeral Sermon. 7 
tain tops; blaſted as Trees without Fruit, twice dead 
plucked up by the Roots. | 

All the J ys and Endearments of Life, and the things 
we ſo fondly dote on, Riches, Honour, Beauty, Pro- 
fit, Preterment, will then be crumbled into nothi 
and a new, ſtrange, ſuddain and unalterable Scene 
Things introduced in the room of them : And then 
we ſhall know what the Apoſtle means by that ſaying 
of his, We ſhall all appear before the Fudgment Seat of, 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done in 
his Body, according to that he kath done, whether it 


? 


Le good or bad. 


To die therefore is of a double Signification, and 


not only reſpects our ceaſing to be, in relation to the 


things of this World, but our beginning to live in re- 


be broken, or the Pitcher be broken at the Fountain, or 


' the Wheel broken at the Ciſtern ; then ſhall the Duſt re- 


tuin to the Earth as it was,and the Spirit ſhall return un- 


to God that gave it. 


Then ſhall the Daft return to the Barth as it was: 


(ie) Then ſhall theſe Bodies of ours, that were form'd 


out of Clay, no longer continue to make ſuch beauti- 


ful Figures as they do, but like a Fabrick that has been 

+ ſhaken with Winds and Storms, and ſtood the utmoſt - 
ol its time, ſink into the Ruins of Nature, and return 
again to their Mother Earth, and the Pit from whence 
they were digged.'; ' 


This.is 2 7 ruth which the greateſt of Heroes (that 


thought themſelves Immortal in their Day) have found. 


tO 
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The Word woudbe-full of Illuſtrious Stars, Jaſpua, 
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cur, and the phee thereof ſhalt know it no more 


to chelr ſorrows, and What no one ean be able to re- 
ſiſt; no, not the Brave, the Good, che Politiek; but 
as it» bappens to the Fuel, ſo it does to the Wiſe : As 3 
the one dyetli, ſo doth the other. 4 20 te eus place, 
and ail ure of the «aft, 1 all turn to duft agaix, Went 


As we arwalliof the fine Mats, ſo we muſt all 1 of 4 
dergo the fame Fate. Death knaws no diſtinctio 45 
* but. he that ;5 a, Ai ing 7 4%, to morrom wy * 

een Ln K wt 915395 % 
* IH. Greatneſs, or wildem, or de Nowe of r a 
ing, or Art, or Piety, or Ingenuity, could have been 
able to have kept up the Spark of Life, - Moſes had ſtill | 
been living, and Solomon had not been an empty Name. 


Dauid, Eliſpa, Dauielj St. Paul, and the Apoſtles, 

Conſtantive the Great, and alt our Ctrittan Leros, Se. 
Hut alas J all their Laurel are ſong ſince withered; WM - 

their Lamps are out; their Sun is ſet; their Flower is W 


Qurhfather ton wil. alf his Virtues is departed a 
deadly Cloud is ſet upon the Noon of his Light; and 
whether any you, or iy or Ro mall 80 next, is 
the ſecret only ol che living Gd. 4 

But this is the way of frail: Mortality, and this is 
the State ( Friend) that we all of us are poſting MF 
to. A rod Winding- Sheet and a naked Coffin, and © 
twWo garbahree Vards of Earth, or it may be only * 

a thinner Bed of Sea, to ſome of us, will quickly 
8 the Portion of all our Mighty Thoughts and Deeds. 

And then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying of Job, for 
Mates came I into this World, and naked ſhall J go out Nut 


of fi 
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of it again: And then ſhall be found what the Prophet 
Haiah threatned in another caſe, that inſtead of ſweet 
ſmell, there ſhall be a ſtink, and inſtead of a girdle a 
rent, and inſtead of well-ſet hair, baldneſs, and burning 
inſtead of beauty, (If. 3. 24. 

A perfect change from fair to foul, and fo great an 
alteration;thar Heaven and Earth can*hard!y produce a 

And yet this is not all: the Duſt does not only re- 
turn to the Earth as it was,but the Spirit returns to God 


When once the Keepers of this Zouſe . ſhall tremble, 


= and the Griuders ceaſe, and the light of the Sun be dark- 


ned, and the Body fink into its Primitive Earth, then 


2 ſhall the Soul, like a Bird let out of Priſon, ariſe upon 
„ the Wings of its native Strength, and fly ſwiftly aloft 
-- = into the hands of bim that made her. 2 


And this it is, in a word, to Die. FTis not only 
of 


it, (as we are apt to carry our Thoughts no farther a- 


bout it, than that ;) but it is to go to the Judge of the 
World, the Almighty Lord, the terribly Great and 
All-tranſcending Majeſty of that God that made us. 


® Andthisisfo inevitably certain, that no Soul can poſſib- 


iy avoid it; which I conceive to be ſufficient to put 


: 


an end to the particulars of this Propoſition. 


2. I proceed therefore to the ſecond Part, to ſhew 


what it is to Die without Confideration. 


Jo die without Conſideration, is the ſame thipg in 
e) as 


| | a manner, (tho of far more dreadful Conſequene 


for One to return from an Embaſſy to his Prince, with- 
out being able to give an account, ſo much as of the 


Sub- 


18. 4 Funeral Sermon. 
Subſtance of his Inſtructions: Or rather, as for a 
Steward, who has run out his Maſter's Stock, to ap- 
pear before him, after a certain time, and not to have 
any thing in the leaſt, to fay for himſelf. 

God hath ſent us here a while to be his Stewards and 
Truſtees upon Earth, to fee that his Buſineſs be done, 
his Laws obſery'd, his Honour maintain d, and his 
holy Name glorify'd, But now if we neglect his Ser. 
vice, or what is worſe, pervert it to the uſe of the De. 
vil, what ſhall we ſay when we come to give up our 
Accompts, in that great and terrible Day of Lord? 

And yet this is the condition of ey ry Perſon that 
dies without Conſideration. For the Mind of Man is 
like a fertile piece of Ground, which if it be not ma. 

nur d and ſown with the Seeds of Goodneſs, will of 
courſe bring forth Weeds of it ſelf; So a Man that ne- 
ver took any” pains about his Soul. but gave himſelf & 4 

wholly up to Pleaſure, and Jay Fallow, as we may 

fay, all the year of his Life : tis much to be feared, * 
that he will not only e Barren of any good at.the 
time of his Death, but likewiſe be overrun with Thorns 
and Thiſtles, and all manner of evil Productions, that 
2 malicious Devil, a tempting World, or a corrupt © 
Nature cou'd Ingender. I mean that he will not on- 
ly ſtand guilty of the Sins of Omiſſion, but likewiſe 
of Commiſſion too. And how dreadful (then) muſt tale 
condition of that Perſon be, that goes thus polluted, * 
like a Leper, into the Hands of that pure God that 
made him, and that will not pardon Iniquity in the 
beſt of his Creatures; no, not in the very Angels 


themſelyes? - 
| ; Nothing 1 


/ N 
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Nothing (eertainly) can be more dreadful and ama- 
* Zing, than the Terrours of thoſe laſt Minutes, which 
ſuch People find when they come to Die. For how- 
ever Men may lull their Conſciences aſleep in the days 
ng Proſperity, and fit eaſie and unconcern d under the 
apprehenſions of Death at a diſtance, yet certainly 
when it comes to ſtare em in the Face, with fo black 
a'Grimace as this, they ean never ſhake off the terrour 


Dit wir“ . 14/9 5 | r 
No, doubtleſs ;- it will give ſuch an alarm to Nature, 
that evry part will groan” beneath the burden; and 
call upon the Rocks 'and Mountains to fall” upon 
it. A thouſand, ten thouſand times will it wiſh, that 
it never had been, and a thoufand times more that it 
du d now avoid the prefence of ſo incenſed and angry 


abay.1:-: 23, 192-85 85. | 
® _. MethinksI ſee the Man, with ghaſtly Eyes, and a ter- 
rible Countenance, weltring in the Blood of his Ago- 
ny, beating his Breaſt, and thus bemoaning himlſelf 
with fruitleſs Cries, and a diſmal Tone; Fooliſh, un- 
happy Soul that I arm! how might I have been num- 
bred with thoſe that are bleſt, and how might I have 
gone to meet my God, with peace and ſecurity, had 1 
> but had the Wiſdom or Oonſideration before-hand, to 
have made uſe of my time, or conſulted the things that 
belong d te my Peace,” before they had been hid from 
mine Eyes! 1 might as well have exchanged theſe 
winutes for thoſe pleaſant and delicious ones, which 
> Saints and Martyrs feel at their departure, if I had had 
but the fame Reſolution, as they; for I had the ſame op- 
o © portunity, the ſame freedom of Will, and the ſame 
Spirit of God to lead and dire& me, and it was only 
| C2 turning 
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turning the bent of my heart another way, and then 
F might have been Happy. But alas! Fooliſh ard 
undone, I have neglected my Seaſon, I have ebus'd 
my Will, 1 have perverted the Grace of God, and now 
muſt go to pay dearly for it,in irrecoverable Torments 
for ever and ever. 

Lord be merciful to us / what a melancholy Story 
will this be? What a diſmal parting of the Soul from 
the Body ? And if this be the way of our Mirth and 


Jollity, and ſupine Remiſneſs in the World, Cas we 


have too too great reaſon to fear it is) what ſhall we do, 
O Righteous Father, in the end thereof? 


« What is the Man now the better for having ads 
4 fuch a Figure in the World > What are all his Places | 
his Poſts of Honour, his Learning, his Wit. his Re- 


the Great ones 8 7 to? Or in the 
ook of Wiſdom; what bath Pride pro- 
fired him > Or what good bath Riches with his vaunting 
done him, fence all theſe. things are ' Paſſed PAY, as 4 
ſhadow, or as 4 Poſt. that t haſteth 52 7 FP "> 25417 

He now fadly finds, that the day of 
that his Bleafures are erchang d for Woes, and: nothing 
left lim, hüt guilty Reflections, and a reſtleſs Conſci- 
ence; and ſtiltthe more he rowls upon his Bed of Thorns, 
the more his Labours come on upon him, as upon a 


putation amon 


1 1 


Grace is gone, 


Woman in her Travail, when every minute encreaſes 1 


her Trouble, till the time of her Delivery. ' 

If he looks back, he ſees nothing but a black Train 
of Sins and Accuſers; ; if forward, nothing but Juſtice 
with its Ax, and an angry God to execute his Venge- 
ance upon him; if on the right hand, the Devil is 
there, prompring him on to Deſpair ; and it on the 
left, 
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fe the Pit of Hell ſtands open with its flaming Mouth, 
and aping to Teceive him: and ſtill as he thinks, the 
Clock ſtrikes, and Death comes on, and at /aſt- the 
> blow is given, and his Soul hurried away in a moment 
to the dread Tribunal of God; there to receive that d ſ- 
mal, irrevocable Sentence, which no Soul can expreſs. 
the horrour of. 

And this ĩt is, in Hort, to Die without Conlide- 
0 ration. 
% I proceed therefore to the third and laſt Part, * 
to ſhew how great the Wiſdom. bs, of underſtanding 


this, and conſi ah. it before-hand. 


8 FE And firſt; If it were only in relation to the 
Cris.) the leaving , this World, 


mer part of Ks I 

2 and returning to the Bi from whence we weretaken, 
. >; 00 0 be of ſignal Uſe to us: For hereby we ſhou 
come to be more acquainted with the Vati and In- 
ſignificaney of all things Sublunary, and fo not to ſet our 
= hearts ſo dad upon them; oe, to repine at the want of, 


* or 'tb be puſſed up at unce yt in Riches (as the Apoſtle, 


i tk em) becauſe we Ho know, that whatever they 


were to day, to motrow they might _be otherwiſe ; 


F and granting they 'ſhou'd eſcape alf the Caſualties of 


Fortune, yet Death in a little time, wou'd certainly 
come, and put an end to em all; Which to a Man that. 


> parting with them, the heavier ſtill wou d the blow 


had never thus prepar'd himſelt for it before. hand, muſt 
needs be very damping and terrible: For Deatk then 


1 7 U ſet upon him with all its Armour; and the grea- 
his Poſſeſſions, and the leſs his T houghts about. 


tt upon him. 


* 
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This à certain Nobleman feem'd highly. ſenſible of, 
when after having ſhewn his Friend the ſtatelineſs of 
his Palace, the goodlineſs of his Furniture, the noble- 
neſs of his Retinue, and all the Riches of his Glory, 
with a pathetical and feeling fort of Remorſe, fays 
he, *Tis theſe, my Friend, tbat make. as ſo loth to 
die. And fo Ben Syrach, the wiſe-Few, had the ſame 
Notion ol it, 2 he breaks out into that paſſionate 
Expreſſion (Ecc/ef. 41. 1.) O Death how bitter is the 
remembrance of thee, to a man that liveth. at reſt in 
his Polſeſtous, unto the man that hath not hing to vex 
him, and that hath NN in all bing: Where, by 
the Man that livet 


way of Living, and never ſo much as ſuffered Death, |” 


or a melancholy Thought to eter into his Head, but 
drove it as far from him as he cou de. | 


to pluck him away in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an Eye, like a Thief from his Prey, and there is none 
age... 1c. oy 
Doubtleſs it was a fad Arreſt to the Fool in the Goſpel, 
that had made ſuch proviſion for ſo many years, to be 
ſnatch'd away ia the midſt of his fancy'd Enjoyments, 
and ws a far greater furprize to him, than it wou d 
have been to one, that had made the ſame Preparati- 
ons for Death, as he did for Life, by the Stores of a 
prudent Fore· ſight, and diligent Contemplation. 


1 iveth at reſt in his Pofleſſions, he means 1 
him that had given himſelf over to a careleſs, ſupine 


No w, therefore, if the remembrance of Death be fo 5 x 
grievous, (as who can help the remembrance 6 it ſm - 
times?) what muſt the reality of it be, when it comes 


* 


bs E \ 5 4 — * K 8 2 @ — * — * 5 2 < = 
4 4 2 Re . F He ES 7g ws ren 
E = WP" WEI WY 
0 73 + bp Co be 7 ; 
2 GO 5 . — p 


i 
© 
2 
bv 
4 ö S 


TH 


" A” Funeral Sermon. 23 

For he that often meditates of Death before hand, 
goes leiſurely on to the Grave, and by degrees comes 
more and more to be acquainted with it, and fo the 
lleſs concerned when he ſtands upon the brink: He 
falls into its lap, like Fruit from the Boughs, that are 
* kindly ripen'd by time, and wean'd from their native 
Stem, by a foſt and gentle — , whereas the o- 
ther, that is fix d upon the World, is tudely torn from 
tt, like the Boughs, I may ſay, from the Tree itſelf, 
not without a great deal of violence, and reluctancy, 


nnd bleeding. — 
| fic vw of mm to prepare for Death 


ter appears, when we 
t,-which ſhall for ever en- 


(a Man I mean 


chat makes the right uſe of his Reaſon) will * i 
the. 
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the means of Glory, and make Deſtruction his choice 
Who, that has his Thoughts about him, will deliberate 7 
ly run from Life to Death, from an Eternal Heaven, 
to an Everlaſting Hell? If my Body was in danger 
of Fire or Water, ſhou'd I not have a thought of ta- 
king the moſt effectual Means I cou d, for the keeping 
it from it > And ſurely then much more ſhould I, if |. 
conſider d, as I ought; that there was no compariſon '” 
to be made betwixt the danger of the one, and the 
other: For my Soul is I my ſelf, and as the faving of u 
it is beyond all, that either Heart can wiſh, or Thought 
can reach; ſo the loſs; of it is inconveivably great, 
and what no balance in the World is able to counter- 
vail. :For what #5 a man profited, if be ſhall gain the F 
whole World, aud loſe his own Soul Or what ſhall a 
man give in exchange for his Soul? Matth. 16; 26; 2 

J To conſider therefore the Argument on either ſide, 
that we have not only the blackeſt Proſpect of Eter- 0 
nal Night, on the one hand to deter us, but the 
brighteſt Views, the ſureſt Hopes of Immortal Glory, ſt 
on the other, to allure us, is it poſſible for aux 
Mau, that knows, that ſees, that conſiders all theſe 
things, I ſay, to be ſo far an Enemy to himſelf, as not 


[i to take care to avoid the one, whereby he may at» 
5 tain the other? „ 199 1 onion ii finct it: Mb 
0 - No, doubtleſs; for if the Men of the World are 
|. ſo avetſe to Shame and Poverty, and ſo Eagle-Ey'd and 
| quick, in the purſuit of their Eſtates and Preferments, *$ * 
oi and all the little Trifles of their preſent Advantage, 
0 then certainly much more will he be ſo, that has the 
uf ſame deſire for his Eternal Welfare. I thought -upon 
1 amy way t, faith holy David, and immediately * ” 14 
Wi Feet 
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Fret unto thy Teſtimonies, I made | haſt and delayed 

to keep thy Commanalments. Plal. 119. This was the 
bleſſed Effect of his Conſideration, and without diſpute, 
nothing on this ſide Heaven has ſo great an Inflaence 
9 over us, as that. It is the higheſt, nobleſt Exaltation 
of our Nature, the proper Effect of our Freedom of 
Will, which, like Steel to the Magnet, or Fire to 
the Fuel, naturally catches at the Spirit of God, and 
> uniting together, will ſuffer no Stone to be unturned, 
whereby we may in the leaft endanger our Eternal Sal- 
vation. It is the ſureſt Guide, the fecureſt Watch, the 
beſſ of Judges, and indeed the only faithful Friend we 
can rely upon. It will be a perpetual Monitor in our 
*Z Breaſt for good, and a perpetual Dictator to abſtain 
from Evil. It will at once be a Spur and a Bridle. 
e, It will cure us of our Luſts and evil Affections, and 


i iſdom, not only in the ſight of the Nations around ug, 
but in the fight of God and his Angels, when we come 
to die, and are bid to enter into the Foy of our Lord, 
with ſo great a Solemnity, and fo glorious an Euge, 
Was is mentioned in Matth. 25. 21. 


3 That we may therefore reduce this into Practice, let 
us endeavour to wean our ſelves from the things of 
this World, and convert our Thoughts toward the 


1 quickly find that ev'ry thing in nature, will be ready 
Jo aſſiſt our Meditations. The little Inſects of the 


Field (as the Piſmire and Bee) will teach us Wiſdom, 
5 . D . * "HO 
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in lay ing up-Proviſion for our Souls, and the Birds of 
the Air, and the Beaſts of the Foreſt, will read us ei- 1 
cellent Lectures of Morality, and the very Flowers of | 
our Gardens, Will put us in mind of our great Crea- 
MB; | | 1 8(FQ 
The conſtant Revolution of Day and Night, and t! 
the Seaſons of the Year, will preach up the vanity and 
uncertainty of all things Sublunary, and the returning tt. 
of the Spring, the budding of a Tree, or the riſing of S 
the Sun, will be ſo many lively Emblems of the Re- 4 
ſurrection of our Bodies from the Night of Death: So fe 
the ſame from our riſing in the Morning, and the ©! 
putting on of our Cloths; it will cauſe us to think tc 
of the riſing from the Dead, and the glorious Change 
of Apparel, which ſhall then be given us in the Mor- L 
ning of our Reſurrection, When this Mortal ſhall put le; 
on Immortality. Thus Sleep will appear to us the Fi- © 
gure of Death, the Bed of the Grave, and the waſhing 12 
of our Hands or Bodys, the natural Remembrance of K. 
that Purity and Whiteneſs that ought to adorn our 
Souls. And ſo. by a little diligence we ſhoud come 
to make all things ſubſervient to our Ends, and to fur- 
niſh em with Tongues to tell us our Duty, till at laſt 
we cate to be ſuch obedient and faithful Servants, as 88 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, lat whether we eat or drauf,.“ | 
or whatever we did, we ſhou'd do all to the Glory of Cod: VI 
Or elſe to put on that holy Reſolution of Dav:d, that 40 
v hen · ever we went out, or came in, or laid us down fel 
to ſleep, we ſhou d fay within our ſelves (with him) It. 
Surely, I will not come into the Tabernacle of my Houſe, 1 
nor go into my Bed: I will not give ſleep unto mine le 
Eyes, or ſſamber unto mine Eye-lids, until I find out 4 es 
place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God af Pr. 


Jacob. P/. 132. 3, 4, J. | Fer 
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f * Fora Motive therefore not to delay this holy Reſo- 
- © lution, let us particularly conſider theſe two Things. 
f Firſt, That the Time is ſhort. 
xi Secondly, Uncertain. And therefore we ought to 
amit no opportunity of lay ing hold on, and improving 
4 this ſo excellent Wiſdom. | | 
d. I. And Firſt, For the ſhortneſs of the Time. And 
g this we areall ſenſible of, that *tis only a Vapour, a 
of  Smoak, a Shadow, that appeareth for a little while, 
e- and then cometh not again; but the Work that is be- 
0 fore us is vaſt, and long, and difficult, and therefore 
ne ougnht not to be reckoned to be done in a trice, but 
ik to be made the Buſineſs of an Age. 
ge | For if we ſpend ſo much time 1n getting a little 
r. | Learning, a little Knowledge, a little Wealth, and the 
at leaſt trivial Secret in Art or Nature, requires ſo much 
gi. time to be Maſter of, how much more (then) will the 
ng knowing of our ſelves, (which is the deepeſt of all 
of © Knowledge) the ſubduing of our Luſts, the growing 
ar in Grace, the conquering of our Spiritual Enemies, 
ne the underſtanding the Scriptures, and the making us 
Wiſe to Salvation, require? | 
aſt This is a far greater Work (believe me) than is 
2 generally reckon d by the World; and if the great 
ut. Apoſtle, after fo long a Proficiency in the School of 
% © Virtue, and ſo much more than ordinary Pains and 
"of Aſliſtance of the Spirit of God, coud not think him- 
wo (elk already perfect, who then ſhall preſume to expect 
m) lit, under the Apprentiſhip of Lite ? 
16, Let us therefore no longer trifle and dally about mat- 


in. 


Mets of ſo great a Concern, but think that we have neg- 
„ % lected our Seaſon that is paſt, and endeavour to im- 
1 prove that which is to come to the beſt, lay ing hold 
For } D 2 | on 
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on the firſt opportunity, to day, whilſt it is called to 
day, becauſe we know not how ſoon it may be hid from 
our Eyes, for the night come th on, as our Saviour ſay s, 
wherein u0 (man ca | 
2. But Secondly, (and to ſay no more} Life is not 
only ſhore at the lengeſt, but various and uncertain, 
like a turbulent >ky, and full of Accidents that may 
cut us off, before our time, and fend us quick into 
another World, before we are aware of it. 

And this, as the ſtrongeſt Argument ot all, ought to 
make us continually upon our Guard, and to watch 
and pray, as our Saviour lays, becauſe we tuom not the 
hour when our Maſter comet h. 

| Threeſcore Tears and Ten is reckon'd, by the Pſalmiſt, 
to be the urmoſt Period of Life, ſince all that gots be- 
yond is nothing but labour and ſorrow, and borders up- 
on the Regions of Death But alas? how few are there 
that ever arrive to that? Where one is c-own'd with 
ſo venerable a Set of Years, there are Threeſcore and 


Ten, I believe, ten times told, I may venture to ſay, 


that never ſo much as come near it. 

For we are not only cut down by Time, in the Har- 
veſt of our Age, but we periſh by a thouſand Deaths, 
and thar in evry Minnte of the Day, and ev'ry Sea- 


fon of the Year. We go offen the Morning, as well 


as at Night; and we drop from the Tree of Life, in 
the midſt of Spring, when we are juſt in the Bloom, or 
newly Ser, as well as in the midit of Autumn, when 
our Fruit is ripe. | 

All Nature is up in Arms againſt us, and not only 
Winds, and Storms, and Fire, and Sword, and the Pe- 
ftilence that rageth at Noon day, but the moſt inſig- 


nificant Thing about us, carrys our Bane along with it, 
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and is able to put a ſtop to all the little Springs of 
Lite at once. 10 

But beſides all the Caſualties of Fortune, we carry the 
Seeds of ten Thouſand Diſtempets about us; ſo that it 


may truly be ſaid, in the midſt of Life we are in Death. 


Our Neighbour is well at preſent, and eating his Vi- 
ctuals, as Quinſie or an Apoplexy comes, and ſtraight 
he is gone. Alittle Mortal is dancing in the Froth of 
his Youth to day, on the morrow, we hear, he is taken 
with a Pleuriſy, and the next day, perhaps, with Death; 
ſo the Stone or the Cholick ſeizes upon the Flower, as 
well as the ſtrength of our Years, and a Fever will car- 
ry off the ſtouteſt Mortal in a Moment. --- In particu- 


kr, now before us, ſee how there lies the ſad Con- 


by 
* wt 
4 


* "3 
C. «y 


4 
- 


1 


o 4 
CY 
11 
LE 


firmation of it, in that poor wither d ody, wrapt up 
in its Houſe of Mourning, which, but a few djs. 
ago, was Flouriſhing; to all appearance, in the very 
Gayety of Health, * he a comely Man- 
hood, and beſet with the Nerves and Sinews of Strength, 

and more than ordinary Characters of a robuſt Contti- 

dution. — 

But fee the ſecret and unlook*d for ways of Provi- 
dence, and the uncertainty of our frail Condition }: The 
Man that we ſo lately beheld with ſo much proſpect 
of Living, is Dead, is Fallen, I had almoſt ſaid Rotten 
in a moment. His Leaf that was fo freſh and green, 


is wither d, aud his Tree that was ſo Mighty, cut down, 
ia a manner, before we were aware of it. All his 


Hopes and Deſigns, his Fears and Cares are at an end, 
and the Scale of his Affairs is ſtrangely turn'd, by a 


fatal Balance, on that ſide we little expected. He is 


gone from the fight of Men, to the Company of 
Worms, from a State of Life, to a State of Corruption, 
| and 
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and from being a Priſorer of Wa", 35 ſurpriſingly made 
the Priſener of Death, and ſo tranilated from the Judg- 
ment of Men, on his Temporal Affairs, to the Righte- 
ous Jadgment of God on the great aud eternal Affairs 
of his Soul, which how well he had taken care to 
adjuſt, or how he'l come off in the Day of Tryal, 
tho it is not for me, or any Mortal Man to determine, 
(in the caſe of the Dead) yet our Charity not only o- 
bliges us, but I think we have a great deal ef reaſon 
beſides, to hope the Beſt. _ 

For, tho he was altogether a Stranger to me, as to 
the main part of his Life and Character; yet I muſt 
needs declare, that for the little time I knew him, he 
was ſo lar from ſetting an Example of any thing of 
Ill, that on the contrary he was eminently Bright 
for ſeveral Virtues, not unworthy of the Beſt of Men, 
being of a free and generous Spirit, truly Sober and 
Charitable, and always of good Diſcourſe (that ever 
I cou'd learn, ) and a well diſpoſed Behaviour to All in 
the time of his Health; and in the time of his Sick- 
nels, perfectly refign'd to the bleſſed Will of God, 
and fearleſs of Death: And that, not from any vain 
ho pes, or a fooliſh and head long Security, but from 
rae Dictates of a Manly, Rational, and well-groun- 
ded Knowledge in the Principles of Religion (which he 
proſeſs d, in particular, to be of the Church of Eng- 
land) expreſſing the greateſt Concern for all his Sins, 
the livelieſt Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and indeed, an entire 


Confidence on the Merits of his precious Death and 
Sue rings, for his Salvation; tho' at the ſame time (I 
muſts needs do him Juſtice ) he did not ſeem to be any 
way dellitute of the Comtorts of a good Conſcience, 
tor 1 heard lum very often ſay that he had always taken 


care 
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care to preſerve That, and therefore was rather deſirous, 


than afraid, to meet his God. 

And 'tis remarkable, when the Pangs of Death were 
upon him, and not being able my felt to refrain from 
a more than ordinary Concern for him (as well from 
the Sympathy of our Humane Nature, as the Love I 
bore to ſo good a Stranger) he ſlep'd back again as it 
were from the Regions of Death, to Life, and with an 
unlookt. for fort of a ſurprize, as well as his faultring 


Tongue wou'd let him, he ask d me /e Reaſon of my 
Concern,and then reply d himfelt.: 7s it for me, ſay s he, 
you are Troubled? Tronble not your ſelf for me, I fear 


not hing, I have ſo lived that 1 candepart in peace I am con- 
tent to Die; and ſo without exchanging any more Words, 
he laid himſelf down, and in few hours after departed. 


And here I ſhou'd think it a proper place to put an 
end to your patience, and my prefent Diſcourſe ; but 
that it may be requiſite to mention a word or tu o con- 
cerning thoſe excellent Virtues of Sobriety and Charity, 
which I have fo particularly annext to his Character. 

And for the former of theſe, tis very well known, 
he rarely drank any thing that was ſtrong at all; ne- 
ver any Wine, tis ſaid, or other more ſpir.utous Liquors, 
but in caſes of Neceſſity. 

His Charity was Eminent, in that he always 
ſeem d to have a melting Heart, and a tender Regard 
to all that were under Affliction, but eſpecially to the. 
Widows and Friends of thoſe poor Men that ſuffcr'd 
under his Command; being often heard to fay,.. 
before he tell Sick, that if he livd to came home, 
he wou not only get what he cou d of the Government, lat 
likewiſe freely part with all his own Pay, for their Relief. 
This 
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1 "This 5 Was the b cat dear Brother 
F parted, if he had” 1 5 dar Side ide 160; Thope Whores „ 
18 the Luſtre of this z tho-. I declare my ſelf ignorant 
'of. any ſuch thing, anc therefore, tk BY may venture 
to conclude, that he die e Death of the W, 
1 that his tft Erd was like he, <p 5 8 a 2 
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4 Pray God that what has been faid, may bave that die 
Efe 1 ought to have upon our Minds, thit we may re- 
ect a pon the Fraitty, as well ay Uncertaintyf our 5 
74/ Condon, and ſo by following the Examples of 
"beſt, © and from being led by the Condutt of 4 ing = 
 pruttent ial Fore-fight, we may learn to'be Wife, to ander- 
fand this, to — our ana Exe, before” we #4 VER, i 
and be no . | Wn. 1 - 


mie Hit we may alt 4 Golf Ale bi. . for 
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IA the alone Merits of bis dan Jeſus c ri ur Lark 
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